Look Who’s Talking

[Language]

If you can read the words telephone, phonograph and microphone, you can read and speak Greek [ to a small extent]. There are many words made up of word parts that come from the Greek. Many of these words or word parts were borrowed many years ago and have become part of our language.

There was a time when most of the people who went to school studied Greek and Latin. The people who

did go to school learned to doctors, lawyers and priests. Most of the rest of the people were illiterate. Today everyone goes to school, but hardly anyone learns Greek.   
There are still many words in English that come from the Greek. In science, when new things were discovered, they made new words made from the old Greek parts. Since most of the scientists had studied Greek, the new words seemed familiar. Many new inventions and ideas are still named using the old Greek or Latin parts. Once you get to know some of the word parts, you might find reading science easier and more enjoyable.

For example, if you check the chart, you’ll see that anthropo- means mankind and -ology means the study of. Can you guess what anthropology means? Of course it means the study of mankind. From the chart figure out the meaning of geology, biology and barometer. You can even try making up some words of your own.

Word Part


Meaning
tele-



Far away

phone



Sound

-ology


The study of

bio



Life

geo-



Earth

anthropo-


mankind

cardi-



Heart

techni-


Skill

chrono-


Time

demo-



People

-graph


Written

-meter


Measure

chromo-


Color

top-



Place

phil-



Love

phob-



Fear

baro-



Weight

photo-


Light

aster-



Star

