Chapter 1 (Partial)
The Iraqi Chemical Program
Iraq had an extensive chemical weapons program consisting of nerve agents, mustard agents, and blood agents.  Saddam Hussein ordered the use of chemical weapons on numerous occasions in the Iran-Iraq war and against his own people.  Saddam concluded that Iraq’s use of chemical weapons (CW) prevented Iran, with its much greater population and tolerance for casualties, from completely overrunning Iraqi forces.  He also concluded that the use of CW against the Kurds in the north and the Shiites in the south enabled the uprisings to be quashed and allowed his regime to remain in power.  He also believed that the threat of CW prevented the Americans from invading further into Iraq during the Gulf War.  Because he felt that possession of chemical weapons was crucial to the survival of the regime, Saddam Hussein would never give up these weapons.

The point that Saddam Hussein would never give up his chemical weapons is illustrated by the fact that U.S. forces were attacked with chemical weapons in 2004.  Separate attacks, one utilizing nerve agents and the other utilizing mustard agents, were carried out against Coalition Forces in Iraq in 2004. Saddam Hussein considered CW to be essential to the survival of his regime.  Based upon the use of chemical weapons by insurgents and the finding of many chemical munitions, it is clear that Saddam Hussein had not and never would give up his CW program. 
Chemical Weapons Use
Iraq repeatedly violated the international norm against using chemical weapons during its eight-year war with Iran, which began with Iraq’s invasion of Iran in September 1980. Saddam Hussein  also used chemical weapons against some of his own villages, most notably against Halabja in a March 16, 1988 attack,  that killed an estimated 5,000 people.  Over 250 chemical attacks were carried out against the Kurds in the 1980s. 

Iraq became the first nation to use a nerve agent on the battlefield when it used Tabun nerve agent munitions against Iran in 1984. Iraq fired or dropped over 100,000 chemical munitions against Iranian forces and its own Kurdish population during the Iran-Iraq war and then, later to help put down the Shi’a rebellion in March 1991. 

In March 1991, Saddam’s regime used multiple helicopter sorties to drop CW-filled bombs on rebel groups as a part of its strategy to end the revolt in the South. Armed with the Sarin-laden R-400s and other conventional ordnance, dozens of sorties were flown against Shi’a rebels in Karbala and the surrounding areas. A senior participant from the Chemical Weapons (CW) program estimates that 10 to 20 R-400s were used.  CW and improvised poisons were used in the areas around Karbala, Najaf, Nasiriyah, as well as Basrah.

 “Bomb said to hold deadly Sarin gas explodes in Iraq” was the headline of an MSNBC article on May 17, 2004.   It stated that “The Iraqi Survey Group confirmed today that a 152-millimeter [sic] artillery round containing Sarin nerve agent had been rigged as an IED [improvised explosive device] which was used against a U.S.  convoy.  Soldiers were treated for exposure to the nerve agent.”   The CIA confirmed that on May 16, 2004, U.S. forces captured an improvised explosive device on the side of the road near Baghdad International Airport.  Among the munitions was a bi-nary chemical weapon that tested positive in ISG field labs for the nerve agent Sarin. 

 Also, on May 17, 2004 Christopher Torchia, in an Associated Press article titled “G.I.s cheat death as bomb with deadly Sarin gas goes off,” stated that “in addition to the nerve agent attack, earlier this month residue of mustard agent was detected in an artillery shell used to attack U.S. troops in Baghdad.”  More specifically, on May 04, 2004 a 155mm chemical weapon was used as an improvised explosive device near Baghdad International Airport. Analysis of the residue at the bottom of the round by Iraq Survey Group (ISG) labs returned positive indications for sulfur mustard.

The CIA Addendum dated March 2005 to “The Comprehensive Report of the Special Advisor to the DCI on Iraq’s WMD” dated 30 September 2004 reported an additional chemical attack gainst U.S. forces in the sentence “the mustard round was used by insurgents as an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) near Abu Ghurayb Barracks on May 2, 2004.” 

The above accounts document three attacks against U.S. forces in 2004 that utilized chemical weapons.  One attack used the nerve agent Sarin near Baghdad International Airport (BIAP).  The other two attacks involved mustard agents:  one near BIAP and the other near the Abu Ghuayb Barracks.  
Obviously, if Iraq had no weapons of mass destruction, they would not have been used against U.S. forces in 2004.  In addition to the chemical weapons used against U.S. forces in 2004, a large number of chemical weapons were captured by U.S. forces before they could be used.

Nerve and Mustard Agent Stockpiles After the 2003 Invasion

“The Comprehensive Report of the Special Advisor to the Director of Central Intelligence (DCI)  on Iraq’s Weapons of Mass Destruction” dated 30 September 2004 stated that beginning in May 2004, the Iraq Survey Group (ISG) recovered a series of chemical weapons from Coalition military units and other sources.  The CIA addendum to the Comprehensive report dated March 2005 stated that “41 Sakr-18 Chemical Warfare rockets and 8 Buraq Chemical Warfare rockets were recovered in 2004.”  In addition to the 49 Chemical Warfare rockets that the March 2005 CIA Addendum lists as recovered, the original Comprehensive report dated 30 September 2004 details the finding of ten additional 155mm rounds that tested positive for mustard.  This accounts for a total of 49 nerve agent rockets and ten mustard rounds recovered by U.S. forces in 2004 for a total of 59 Chemical Warfare weapons recovered plus those used against U.S. forces by insurgents.   
The chemical weapon used against coalition forces in 2004 contained approximately 5 liters of Sarin nerve agent which is enough to kill over 2,000 people if used in a high population area under good environmental conditions.  Therefore, the 59 munitions admittedly found to date would be enough to kill over 100,000 people.  This does not include the chemical munitions found after September 2004 or the chemical munitions finds that are still classified. 

The following chemical weapons were found in Iraq from May 2004 to June 2004 as outlined in “The Comprehensive Report of the Special Advisor to the DCI on Iraq’s WMD” dated 30 September 2004:

· 16 May 2004: 10 155mm Chemical Rounds

A military team interrupted a group of Iraqi individuals attempting to bury multiple projectiles at a location near Canal Road in Baghdad.  The military team captured multiple artillery rounds and other weapons at the site. ISG’s field labs tested the recovered 155mm rounds and found sulfur mustard in ten of the rounds.

· 16 June 2004: Two 122mm SAKR-18 Artillery Rockets

An Iraqi source turned over to Polish Forces two 122mm rockets obtained at the Khamisiyah Depot—a former CW storage site declared by Iraq to have housed 122mm filled rockets.   The source said that the rockets were housed in a bunker struck during the Gulf war and subsequently hidden in canals and lakes in the area. Analysis of the liquid residue revealed the nerve agents Sarin (GB) and Cyclosarin (GF).

· 25 June 2004: 17 Additional 122mm SAKR-18 Artillery Rockets. July 2004: 22 Additional 122mm SAKR-18 Artillery Rockets 

In June 2004, an additional 17 rockets were identified at the Khamisiyah Depot by the same source.  The rounds tested positive for G-series nerve agent.  22 more rockets were discovered at Khamisiyah in July 2004.

The details listed above account for over 50 chemical filled weapons recovered during a two month period in 2004.  During this two month period, enough chemical weapons were recovered to kill over 100,000 people.  
Those who think that this is not substantial fail to think of the impact if these weapons were provided to terrorists to attack their town or their city.  Are you willing to risk your family and friends being in the headline -100,000 Americans killed in deadly chemical attack?   
There is no doubt that Iraq would provide these weapons to terrorists to attack the United States and in fact they have already done so in the past.  Luckily the 1993 attack on the World Trade Center did not tumble the towers and did not release the toxic cloud of chemicals anticipated.  
Had Coalition Forces not invaded Iraq in 2003, it would have been equivalent to allowing a huge chemical attack to be successfully carried out against the American homeland.   Simply because the United States decided once again to turn the other cheek and not react to the threat that Iraq posed against us.  The government has an obligation to protect it citizens from an imminent threat, and failure to do so would be a severe dereliction of duty by our elected officials.    

In addition to the chemical weapons used against U.S. forces and the chemical weapons captured in 2004, Iraq continued research into new chemical weapons.  The Iraq Survey Group (ISG) found and reported in the testimony of David Kay to Congress October 2, 2003 that key areas in which Iraq has engaged in proscribed or undeclared activity since 1991, include research on a possible VX stabilizer, research and development for CW-capable munitions, and procurement/concealment of dual-use materials and equipment.
Iraq was also conducting research to develop new chemical agents designed specifically to penetrate U.S. chemical protective suits.
Blood Agents

In addition to the nerve agents and mustard agents found in Iraq after the 2003 invasion, large quantities of blood agents and blood agent production labs were discovered in Iraq.

In the CNN article “Iraqi forces find chemical materials in lab” dated November 26, 2004,  CNN stated that materials found in the laboratory included instructions for making anthrax, as well as formulas and ingredients for making explosives and chemical blood agents.  Also found in the lab were hydrochloric acid and sodium cyanide, which can be used to make the blood agent hydrogen cyanide.  Two cyanide labs were discovered in Fallujah.  220 pounds of cyanide were recovered at these two blood agent production labs in Fallujah in 2004.
In the Fox News article “Cyanide Block found in Iraq” dated February 3, 2004, it was reported that a 7 pound block of cyanide salt was found in an al Qaeda safe house in Baghdad on January 23, 2004.  
Cyanide salts are extremely toxic. Cyanide can be released as a gas using rockets, mortars, missiles, or sprayers.  Additionally, it can be very easily used in its solid form to poison food supplies, water supplies or even toiletries.  

The threat of a chemical attack against American using cyanide can not be overstated.  The cyanide that was used in the 1993 attack of the World Trade Center was thought to be provided by Iraq.  Iraqi Agents attempted to recruit a Kuwaiti National Guard member to poison the U.S. food supply in Kuwait with cyanide prior to the U.S. invasion in 2003.  Al Qaeda attempted to poison the water supply of the U.S. Embassy in Rome with cyanide that is thought to have been produced in northern Iraq.  There was also an attempt to poison toothpaste used by U.S. forces in Afghanistan with cyanide.  

According to the U.S. Department of Energy's Ames Laboratory, exposure to even a small amount through contact or inhalation can cause immediate death.  One gram is lethal to a human and the block was 3 Kg (about 3,000 lethal doses).
Also, 5,000 pounds of cyanide were found at the weapons facility at Taji, Iraq in 2003.  The total cyanide found in Iraq is over 2,370 Kg or approximately 2.4 million lethal doses.  
Iraq Chemical Weapons Conclusion

There is unequivocal evidence that Iraq had chemical weapons.  Iraq has used chemical weapons numerous times in the past.  Both mustard and nerve agents were used against U.S. troops in Iraq in 2004.  Since the 2003 invasion, 59 chemical warfare weapons have been captured that could kill over 100,000 people.  The number of chemical weapons listed above does not include the captured munitions after July 2004 or the ones that remain classified.     

Additionally, cyanide blocks and active cyanide production labs have been found in Iraq since the 2003 invasion with enough cyanide for over two million lethal doses.  
Note:  entire paragraphs, all pictures and all charts have been deleted from the preview.







